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June 1, 2026 

 

Dear Neighbors,  

I want to update you on what has been happening regarding Manresa Wilds and what the 

Manresa Association is doing on behalf of area neighbors.  

As you may know, Manresa Wilds filed their application with Norwalk Planning & Zoning (P&Z) 

last week, requesting a new zone designation for their planned park, which includes multiple 

recreational, educational, and research activities. There is currently no existing zone that covers 

all the proposed uses on one site. The review process will be extensive, and there will be a 

public hearing opportunity. It will likely be several weeks before anything is scheduled.  

The application is very extensive with significant details on all aspects of the plan, including a 

transportation strategy. As we look through the application, we’ll note any particular issues that 

might be of concern to our neighbors. The Manresa Association’s strategy is to work with 

Manresa Wilds and city officials in an effort to find solutions to any issues that could adversely 

impact our neighborhoods. Manresa Wilds has been very responsive, and we’ve seen significant 

changes to their initial concept as a result of feedback they’ve gotten. Not everything will be 

resolved to the satisfaction of every neighbor, but we feel that we’ve had very positive 

improvement to date, and we’re optimistic going forward.  

We are also working with city representatives. We had a couple of meetings with Mayor Barbara 

Smyth, as well as Transportation, Mobility, and Parking (TMP) officials. With Mayor Smyth’s 

support, we are setting up a meeting with TMP, Jessica Vonashek (Manresa Wilds), and Manresa 

Association Board representatives to address some of our specific concerns. These 

conversations will continue, as we navigate some of the challenges we face in our 

neighborhoods, such as Woodward Ave., traffic, parking, etc.   

Another update is that Manresa Wilds announced the formation of the Research and Education 

Station at Manresa Wilds (R.E.S.A.). It is a consortium with Woods Hole Oceanographic 

Institution (WHOI), The Maritime Aquarium, Wesleyan University, Sacred Heart University, and 

Norwalk Public Schools. The announcement was made at Veteran’s Park, where the WHOI 

research vessel R/V Tioga was docked. Manresa Wilds committed $500,000 in grants to support 
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research, education, public programming, and workforce development related to the future 

park site. This will help expand environmental learning and scientific research along Long Island 

Sound. WHOI is planning to establish a permanent Urban Oceanographic Lab at Manresa Wilds.  

The press release is here:   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qp2B-npqmy9QCfEiJFvD9rryD-bU5ujm/view?usp=sharing 

 The work on the Northern Forest of Manresa is continuing. The trail network is laid out, and we 

can see progress on the property. If you’ve noticed a berm covered in plastic along Longshore 

Ave., that is the result of a conduit being placed underground for stormwater management, and 

the berm is temporary. Manresa Wilds has a DEEP stormwater management permit, and they 

meet regularly with DEEP.  

Construction updates are issued periodically by Manresa Wilds. If you are not getting this info, 

you can sign up to receive their information:  

https://mailchi.mp/manresawilds/constructionupdate3-54684 

The Manresa Association continues to work on behalf of area neighbors as plans progress on 

Manresa Island. Our mission remains focused on engaging with residents, Manresa Wilds, 

municipal officials, and other stakeholders to address issues such as traffic, noise, lighting, 

safety, environmental conditions, and wildlife habitat to help minimize adverse impacts to local 

residents. 

We will keep you informed as things progress.  

If you do not receive these newsletters directly and would like to subscribe, please go to the 

Contact Us page on the Manresa Association Website. 

Regards, 

Jan Schaefer 

President, Manresa Association 
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